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Preparing for The Final Journey:
The Tahara Ritual and Its Significance

Rabbi Eliezer Diamond, PhD

Dr. Eliezer Diamond is the Rabbi Judah Nadich Associate Professor of Talmud and Rabbinics at The
Jewish Theological Seminary. He teaches courses in rabbinic literature and introductory, intermediate,
and advanced Talmud studies.

Dr. Diamond is the author of a chapter on the rabbinic period in the Schocken Guide to Jewish
Books, and entries in the Reader’s Guide to Judaism and The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its
Reception. He is the author of Holy Men and Hunger Artists: Fasting and Asceticism in Rabbinic
Culture (Oxford University Press, 2003). The book provides a thorough reassessment of the role that
asceticism plays in rabbinic Judaism, suggesting that asceticism is more pervasive than is generally
thought. Dr. Diamond has written on prayer, asceticism, and issues of environmental law and ethics.
He is currently editing a commentary on Yerushalmi Pesahim written by the late Professor Louis
Ginzberg, as well as a book on prayer. The prayer volume will address the problem of cognitive
dissonance for the contemporary worshipper and will offer readings of traditional liturgy that use
midrashic methodology to find meaning and relevance in these prayers for the modern Jew. Dr.
Diamond has taught in a variety of settings, including Stern College, the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College, the 92nd Street Y, and several Ramah camps. Dr. Diamond was ordained at the Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary of Yeshiva University and received his doctorate in Talmud from JTS.



The following excerpts are taken from the Park Slope Jewish Center
Hevra Kadisha Tahara Manual

1. Asking forgiveness of the deceased and asking for compassion for the
deceased

All recite the following;:

daughter / son of and , we ask your
forgiveness for any distress we may cause you during this taharah. We
will do everything possible to insure that you are treated with respect,
and that all the elements of talharah are properly completed. Everything
we are about do is for the sake of your honor.

Recite Hamol (Prayer for Compassion):

FOR A FEMALE:

Master of the universe, have compassion for
, the daughterof __

and _, this mertah, who is the
daughter of Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and
Leah, Bilhah and Zilpah, Abraham, Issac
and Jacob, Your servants; and may her spirit
and soul rest with the righteous, for You
give life to the dead and death to the living.
Blessed are You Who forgives sins and
transgressions of the dead of Your people
Israel, upon petition. And also let it be
acceptable before You, our Eternal God and
God of our ancestors, to bring a circle of
angels of mercy before the mettali, who is
Your servant-woman, daughter of your
servant-woman. And You, our Eternal God
and God of our ancestors, Who is concerned
with the poor, save her from all misery and
from an evil day and from the judgment of
purgatory. Blessed are You, Great One of
kindness and Master of compassion.
Blessed are You

(Continued on next page)

2y inm 071y Sw 13129

nnna, ) na
5,0, M N2 xonw L, iren
N3 ,Prio nebm bR Y,
MDY PIIY 2PYN P DnaN
"2 ,D°R7TIET Y ANRWI AYD)
-0 NP1 D NRT AM00 TDN
ni1iy’? ooxwn? Hrin AR 712
121 D30N3 XA Y N
IR M, PIDPM 1i8 o
220RY ,wmnm 11°N73xR "-:‘:-—m
X*W ,nnD ﬂ:ab apfalgnl ":rz‘m
'-'LJ""I‘?—N PR STDRR N2 00N
b*:wr: IPNINNT 1PN V- N
nY7 09y X ‘7::?: ':U‘??J 7 ‘m
‘?m} 0K T2 03T DY AT
AR 7312 00007 Y27 Tonn
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As the body is uncovered and examined, recite Vaya’an Vayomer (Zekhariah 3:4):

And [the angel of God] raised his voice and PAXD 993195 DTN VTOR 1IN 197
spoke to those standing before him, saying: »'!5 T; : ('; LT ‘, i ) ; T
“Remove the soiled garments from him”; '1?3?: :1 1 :?)33’?3‘ o uxg;j o ':f:}:t}f 1 p;?
and said to [the High Priest]: “Behold, I 7[]'1}7 7["‘73!?3 "I‘l"lglm XA T”?If;
have removed vour iniquity from you, and I . . n.;lgbﬁb :J nxX @377.'.[.[

will clothe you in fine garments.”



As the body is washed, recite one of the following passages from the Song of Songs:

FOR A FEMALE: Hinakh Yaffal (Song of Songs 4:1-5, 7):

How beautiful you are, my beloved friend:
vour eves are doves from behind your
tresses; your hair as a flock of goats that
trail down from Mount Gil'ad. Your teeth
like a flock of sheep that rise from the

W ashing—pcml, that are all matched with no
break among them. Like a crimson ribbon
vour lips, and your speech is pleasant; like a
pomegranate is the curve of your cheek
from behind your tresses. Like a tower of
David your neck, raised in splendor; a
thousand shields hang upon it, shields of
the warriors. Your two breasts as two
fawns, twins of a gazelle, that graze among
the lilies. You are all lovely, my beloved
friend, and there is no flaw in you.

Said Rabbi Akiva, “You are fortunate, Israel.

Before Whom do you purify yourselves,
and Who purifies you? Your Fatherin
heaven, as it is said: “And I will pour pure
water upon you, and you shall be purified’
(Ezekiel 36:25), and it says: ‘The mikveh /
ritual bath of Israel is God’ (Jeremiah 17:13).
Just as a mikveh purifies the defiled, so does
the Holy Blessed One purify Israel”
(Mishnah Yoma 8:9). A fountain for gardens,
awell of living waters, flowing from
Lebanon (Song of Songs 4:15).  And I will
pour pure water upon you, and you shall be
purified from all of your impurities; and
from all of your abominations [ shall purify
you (Ezekiel 36:25).
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2. Recitation accompanying the purification process

All team members recite the following three times as the third bucket is emptied:

FOR A FEMALE:

RT3 1970, 70RO 77T

Tehorah hee...Tehorah hee...Tehorah hee.

She is pure...She is pure...She is pure.

FOR A MALE:

N7 '\‘IHTQ,,.,N’IH 'l‘l?'ll’;.,. X7 '\"lmg

Talhor hu...Tahor hu...Tahor hu.

He is pure...He is pure...He is pure.

HALBASHAH / DRESSING w2

Before the meit/ah is dressed, recite Sos Assis
(Isaiah 58:11, 61:10-11 and Zekhariah 3:5):

Rejoicing will I rejoice in the Eternal; my
soul will be glad in my God; for God has
clothed me in the garments of salvation, in a
robe of righteousness will God cover me; as
a bridegroom puts on priestly glory, and as
a bride acdorns herself ([saial 61:10). And [
said, “Let them set a pure headdress on his
head,” and they set the pure headdress on
his head and dressed him in garments, and
an angel of God stood by (Zekhariah 3:5).

For as the land will bring forth its growth,
and as a garden will sprout its seedlings,

so will God sprout forth justice and praise
in the face of all the nations (Isaiah 61-11).
And God will guide you continually, and
satisfy vour soul in times of drought and
strengthen your bones, and yvou shall be like
a watered garden and like a spring of water
whose waters never fail (Isaiah 53:11).
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At the conclusion of the dressing, recite the conclusion of Numbers 16:4,
as well as the beginning of Genesis 43:14:

..these are garments of holiness, and [you] =kipo] '[,'n-n nﬁ E-?'f'lj'ﬁ'u.a
shall bathe [vour] flesh in water and put ) I T T
- MY 0T . " ol
them on. And may the God of nurturance Tn L4 1??:1 .D'f.?:lb:l 11?: .T'IN
give you compassion. SE’?QI:I 'l n{,:__??

3. Hashkavah - Laying the met (deceased) in the aron (casket)

Recite Vekhiper Admato Amo (Deuteronomy 32:43):
~.And [God] will effect atonement for [God’s] land, [God's] people. 2'1?33_;? Wﬂ?;.'!-ﬂg 1921

Place shards of pottery over the eyves and mouth. Like the afar, the shards reflect the
vulnerable connection between adwn (humanity) and adamah (earth), to which the body
will returmn in burial.

Wrap the tallit (if the meit/ah is to be buried in one) over the shoulders. Wrap the sovev
over the head, the sides of the body, and the feet. Place the bag contained blood-stained
materials at the feet of the meit/ah.

Recite Hinei Mitato (Song of Songs 3:7-8 and related Biblical verses):

Behold the couch of Solomon: sixty mighty 0993 DY ERwHY InLn 130
men surround it from the heroes of lsrael; Sy Ty . FL y O
each of them grasping a sword, learned in ‘TEH DT?:E' ¢17?{'!E?’ "M3aan ﬂ:? :';l?
war; every man his sword upon his thigh, plolaly N 1 i:l‘??."'l "'??:IT??:I 291
from fear in the night (Song of Songs 3:7-5). - N .I??.,??: I‘inB?:r .1 :‘.'.l " -?73?
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May the Eternal bless you and watch over you.
May the the face of the Eternal shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the face of the Eternal be lifted toward you
and give you peace (Numbers 6:24-26).



[Israel’s] branches shall spread out, and like
the olive tree will be his beauty; and his
fragrance like Lebanon (Hosea 147). Who
are you, O mighty mountain? before
Zerubavel as a plain, and he shall bring
forth the cornerstone with shouts of “"Grace!
Grace!” upon it (Zekhariah 47). And now,
let the power of my Lord be great, as you
have spoken, saying (Numbers 14:17)... Butas
truly as [ live, the honor of God will fill all
the earth (14:21).
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All team members now gather quietly around the aron.

Recite Anu Mevakshiim Mekhilal (Final Request for Forgiveness):

FOR A MALE:
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FOR A FEMALE:

1 na

, daughter / son of

N7 DX JRND 72210 NiYRan 1K
WY IR, TTI23 002 WYY
D1 373

and s

we ask your forgiveness if we did not act according to your honor,

even though we acted according to our custom.



4. Ushering the deceased on the final journey

Recite Uvinso'a Hamishkan (Numbers 1:51 and related Biblical verses):

And in the traveling of the Tabernacle, the na'ﬂ-;-r inR 11':-”': T:whﬂ' pu J:I'I
Levites shall lower it, and in the pitching of . -

the Tabemacle, the Levites shall raise it; and ﬂ .1‘?-[ '1!'IR 1 ? T:W?J-[ ﬂlﬂ:l'l
the stranger who approaches shall be put to T'l}'_Z:Ij 3_??]:1 "5-[""'1 N 2P0 "lJIU'I
L‘I.Edth -{Nmnbﬂﬁ 151_] .E':LI[L-I. 1t 5i1r]].1 IFH:T", 1mn thE "13511 nﬁh, | nn1ll7 nwh 1nﬂ‘31
traveling of the aron, that Moses will say: wriooT oo v AT
Arise, Eternal Onre, and let Your enemies be : E[":la?:’ TRJW?& '-'LD:I"T !lﬂ = ,N
scattered; let those who hate You flee before :‘1')'1 -}f’? 3;:1.:'1 "l:\?"l -['1?7;{ -IHRT\'N.??
vou (Numbers 10:35). Mo evil shall befall
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yvou, and disease will not approach vour -[-‘?JE??? .[:7 —nE’ 1 DRTT"?J : -l‘?_iN:
tent. For [God's] angels will be commanded '|1'I?5ﬂr’.?" U'j‘}.f}:j'bi_? .’["p'ﬁ'b:}:l
to gum‘dlyuu in all your journeys. [}r‘lll‘ht"]r Dn]?, 2979 3-'[]?1-1 T:Ra ﬂ.'m']EJ
hands will thev carry vou, lest you strike A e oo I s

vour feet upon a stone (Psalm 91:10-12). God :] “,v -li_'l .I_-I Dj:\f_@'l q:"?

will do battle for you, and vou shall hold
your peace (Exodus 14:14).

Wheel the aron, feet first, out of the taharah room to the place where the vigil-keeper/s
will continue with sht'miralh until the funeral.





