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I. R. Rehumi, who studied in [the school] of Rava
at Machoza, used to return home on every Erev
Yom Kippur. On one occasion he was highly
absorbed by his learning. His wife was expecting
him, saying 'He is coming soon, he is coming
soon. When he did not arrive she became
depressed and tears began to flow from her eyes.
He was [at that moment] sitting on a roof. The
roof collapsed under him and he died.
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II. How often are scholars to have sex with their
wives? — Rav Yehuda in the name of Shmuel
replied: Every Friday night. “That brings forth its
fruit in its season” [Psalms 1]: Rav Yehuda, and
some say R. Huna, or some say, R. Nahman,
stated: This is the one who performs his marital
duty every Friday night.
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[II. Yehuda the son of R. Hiyya and son-in-law of
R. Yannai was always spending his time in the
House of Rav, but every erev Shabbat, he came
home. Whenever he arrived the people saw a
pillar of light moving before him. One day, he was
absorbed in his learning. Not seeing that sign, R.
Yannai said to those [around him], 'Lower his
bed, for had Yehuda been alive he would not have
neglected the performance of his marital duties'.
“Like an error that came from the ruler,’
[Kohelet], and he died.
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IV. Rebi was busy with the arrangements for the
marriage of his son into the family of R. Hiyya.
When the ketubah was about to be written the
bride died. 'Is there, God forbid', said Rabbi, 'any
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taint [in the proposed union]?' An inquiry was
instituted into families [and it was discovered
that] Rabbi descended from Shephatiah the son
of Avital, while R. Hiyya descended from Shimei a
brother of David.
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V. Later he was busy with preparations for the
marriage of his son into the family of R. Yossi b.
Zimra. It was agreed that he should spend twelve
years in the Beit Midrash. The girl passed before
him and he said to them, 'Let it be six years'. She
passed before him [a second time] and he said,']
would rather marry [her first] and then proceed
[to the academy]'. He felt embarrassed before his
father, but he said to him.'My son, you have the
mind of your creator; for it is written first, “You
bring them in and plant them” and later it is
written, “And let them make Me a sanctuary. that I
may dwell among them.” [After the marriage] he
departed and spent twelve years at the academy.
By the time he returned his wife had become
barren. Rebi said, "'What shall we do? Should we
order him to divorce her, it would be said: This
poor soul waited in vain! Were he to marry
another woman, it would be said: This his wife
and this his whore!" He prayed for mercy for her,
and she recovered.
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VL. R. Chananya b. Chakhinai was about to go
away to the Beit Midrash towards the end of R.
Shimon b. Yochai's wedding. [R. Shimon] said to
him, 'Wait for me until I am able to join you, but
[R. Chananya] did not wait for him. He went and
spent 12 years in the Beit Midrash. When he
returned the streets of the town were altered and
he was unable to find the way to his home. He
went and sat on the riverbank. He heard a girl
being addressed: 'Daughter of Chakhinai, O,
daughter of Chakhinai, fill up your pitcher and let
us go!' He said, 'Itis clear from this that the girl is
ours', and he followed her. His wife was sitting
and sifting flour. She lifted up her eyes and seeing
him, her heart seized up and the spirit went out
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of her. He said before [God], 'Master of the
universe, this poor soul; is this her reward?' And
so he prayed for mercy to be visited upon her and
she came back to life.

VII. R. Hama b. Bisa went and spent 12 years in
the Beit Midrash. When he returned he said, 'l
will not act as did bar Chakhinai. He entered the
[local] house of study and sent word to his house.
His son, R. Oshaia entered, sat down before him
and addressed to him a question on [one of the]
subjects of study. He became depressed and said,
If I had been here, | also could have had such a
child'. [When] he entered his house his son came
in, and [the father] rose before him, because he
thought that he wished to ask him some halakhic
questions. His wife said to him, 'What father
stands up before a son!' Rami b. Hama applied to
him [the following pasuk:] “A threefold cord is not
quickly broken,” This is R. Oshaia, son of R.
Chama, son of Bisa.
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