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Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Prophets 

God’s concern is the prerequisite and source of His anger.  It is because He cares 
for man that His anger may be kindled against man.  Anger and mercy are not 
opposites but correlatives.  [p. 63]   

The ultimate meaning of history lies in the continuity of God’s concern.  His wrath 
is not regarded as an emotional outburst, as an irrational fit, but rather as a part 
of His continual care. [p. 73] 

The anger of the Lord is a tragic necessity, a calamity for man and grief for God.  It 
is not an emotion He delights in, but an emotion He deplores. [p. 74] 

 

 

Martha C. Nussbaum, Anger and Forgiveness:  Resentment, Generosity, Justice    

If this book achieves anything, I hope it achieves that sort of square-one 
reorientation, getting its readers to see clearly the irrationality and stupidity of 
anger. Whether readers take the next step is up to them.  As chapter 5 makes 
clear, I don’t always take my own medicine, succumbing to the lure of thinking 
that the world of airlines, banks, and Internet repair people ought to be rational, 
and yielding to anger when (predictably) the real world does not meet that 
expectation.  It’s hard not to be stupid.  [p. 249] 

 



Jeremiah 32:30-32 ירמיהו ל״ב:ל׳-ל״ב
 � ה אַ֣ ל וּבְנֵ֣י יְהוּדָ֗ י־הָי֨וּ בְנֵי־יִשְׂרָאֵ֜ (ל) כִּֽ

י  ם כִּ֣ תֵיהֶ֑ י מִנְּעֻרֹֽ ע בְּעֵינַ֖ ים הָרַ֛ עֹשִׂ֥
ה  י בְּמַעֲשֵׂ֥ ים אֹתִ֛ � מַכְעִסִ֥ ל אַ֣ י־יִשְׂרָאֵ֗ בְנֵֽ

י  י עַל־אַפִּ֣ ה׃ (לא) כִּ֧ ֽ ם נְאֻם־יְהֹוָ יְדֵיהֶ֖
את  יר הַזֹּ֔ יְתָה לִּי֙ הָעִ֣ י הָ֤ וְעַל־חֲמָתִ֗

ה  ד הַיּ֣וֹם הַזֶּ֑ הּ וְעַ֖ ר בָּנ֣וּ אוֹתָ֔ לְמִן־הַיּוֹם֙ אֲשֶׁ֣
ת  י׃ (לב) עַל֩ כׇּל־רָעַ֨ ל פָּנָֽ הּ מֵעַ֥ לַהֲסִירָ֖

ר עָשׂוּ֙  ה אֲשֶׁ֤ ל וּבְנֵ֣י יְהוּדָ֗ בְּנֵי־יִשְׂרָאֵ֜
ם  ם כֹּהֲנֵיהֶ֖ מָּה מַלְכֵיהֶם֙ שָׂרֵיהֶ֔ נִי הֵ֤ לְהַכְעִסֵ֔

י יְרוּשָׁלָֽ ִם׃ ה וְיֹשְׁבֵ֖ ישׁ יְהוּדָ֔ ם וְאִ֣ וּנְבִיאֵיהֶ֑

(30) For the people of Israel and Judah have

done nothing but evil in My sight since

their youth; the people of Israel have done

nothing but vex Me by their conduct—

declares the LORD. (31) This city has

aroused My anger and My wrath from the

day it was built until this day; so that it

must be removed from My sight (32) because

of all the wickedness of the people of Israel

and Judah who have so acted as to vex Me—

they, their kings, their officials, their priests

and prophets, and the men of Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 4:4 ירמיהו ד׳:ד׳
ם  רוּ֙ עׇרְל֣וֹת לְבַבְכֶ֔ ה וְהָסִ֙ לוּ לַיהֹוָ֗ (ד) הִמֹּ֣

שׁ  א כָאֵ֜ י יְרוּשָׁלָ֑ ִם פֶּן־תֵּצֵ֨ ה וְיֹשְׁבֵ֣ ישׁ יְהוּדָ֖ אִ֥
עַ י רֹ֥ ה מִפְּנֵ֖ ין מְכַבֶּ֔ עֲרָה֙ וְאֵ֣ י וּבָֽ חֲמָתִ֗

ם׃ מַעַלְלֵיכֶֽ

(4) Open your hearts to the LORD,

Remove the thickening about your hearts—

O men of Judah and inhabitants of

Jerusalem—

Lest My wrath break forth like fire,

And burn, with none to quench it,

Because of your wicked acts.

Jeremiah 18:5-8 ירמיהו י״ח:ה׳-ח׳
י לֵאמֽוֹר׃ (ו)  ה אֵלַ֥ ֖ י דְבַר־יְהֹוָ (ה) וַיְהִ֥

ית  ם בֵּ֥ ל לַעֲשׂ֥וֹת לָכֶ֛ ה לֹא־אוּכַ֨ ר הַזֶּ֜ הֲכַיּוֹצֵ֨
ר  מֶר֙ בְּיַ֣ד הַיּוֹצֵ֔ ה הִנֵּ֤ה כַחֹ֙ ֑ ל נְאֻם־יְהֹוָ יִשְׂרָאֵ֖
ל׃ {ס}       (ז)  ית יִשְׂרָאֵֽ י בֵּ֥ ם בְּיָדִ֖ כֵּן־אַתֶּ֥

ה לִנְת֥וֹשׁ  ר עַל־גּ֖וֹי וְעַל־מַמְלָכָ֑ גַע אֲדַבֵּ֔ רֶ֣
יד׃ (ח) וְשָׁב֙ הַגּ֣וֹי הַה֔וּא  וְלִנְת֖וֹץ וּֽלְהַאֲבִֽ

חַמְתִּי֙ יו וְנִֽ רְתִּי עָלָ֑ ר דִּבַּ֖ עָת֔וֹ אֲשֶׁ֥ מֵרָ֣

֔

(5) Then the word of the LORD came to me:

(6) O House of Israel, can I not deal with

you like this potter?—says the LORD. Just

like clay in the hands of the potter, so are

you in My hands, O House of Israel! (7) At

one moment I may decree that a nation or a

kingdom shall be uprooted and pulled down

and destroyed; (8) but if that nation against

which I made the decree turns back from its
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בְתִּי לַעֲשׂ֥וֹת  ר חָשַׁ֖ ה אֲשֶׁ֥ רָעָ֔ עַל־הָ֣
לֽוֹ׃ {ס}      

wickedness, I change My mind concerning

the punishment I planned to bring on it.

Jeremiah 44:4-6 ירמיהו מ״ד:ד׳-ו׳
ים  י הַנְּבִיאִ֔ ח אֲלֵיכֶם֙ אֶת־כׇּל־עֲבָדַ֣ (ד) וָאֶשְׁלַ֤

ת  ר אַל־נָ֣א תַעֲשׂ֗וּ אֵ֛ ים וְשָׁ֖�חַ לֵאמֹ֑ הַשְׁכֵּ֥
אתִי׃ (ה)  ר שָׂנֵֽ את אֲשֶׁ֥ ה הַזֹּ֖ ר־הַתֹּעֵבָ֥ דְּבַֽ
ם לָשׁ֖וּב  א־הִטּ֣וּ אֶת־אׇזְנָ֔ מְעוּ֙ וְלֹֽ א שָֽׁ וְלֹ֤

ים׃ (ו)  ים אֲחֵרִֽ ר לֵא�הִ֥ י קַטֵּ֖ ם לְבִלְתִּ֥ מֵרָעָתָ֑
ה  י יְהוּדָ֔ י וַתִּבְעַר֙ בְּעָרֵ֣ � חֲמָתִי֙ וְאַפִּ֔ וַתִּתַּ֤

ה  וּבְחֻצ֖וֹת יְרוּשָׁלָ֑ ִם וַתִּהְיֶ֛ינָה לְחׇרְבָּ֥
ה׃ {ס}  ה כַּיּ֥וֹם הַזֶּֽ לִשְׁמָמָ֖

(4) Yet I persistently sent to you all My

servants the prophets, to say, “I beg you not

to do this abominable thing which I hate.”

(5) But they would not listen or give ear, to

turn back from their wickedness and not

make offerings to other gods; (6) so My

fierce anger was poured out, and it blazed

against the towns of Judah and the streets of

Jerusalem. And they became a desolate ruin,

as they still are today.

Jeremiah 14:19-21 ירמיהו י״ד:י״ט-כ״א
ה אִם־בְּצִיּוֹן֙  סְתָּ אֶת־יְהוּדָ֗ ס מָאַ֜ (יט) הֲמָאֹ֨

א  נוּ מַרְפֵּ֑ ין לָ֖ נוּ וְאֵ֥ � מַדּ֙וּעַ֙ הִכִּיתָ֔ ה נַפְשֶׁ֔ גָּעֲלָ֣
א וְהִנֵּ֥ה  ת מַרְפֵּ֖ ין ט֔וֹב וּלְעֵ֥ ֤ה לְשָׁלוֹם֙ וְאֵ֣ קַוֵּ

נוּ עֲ֣�ן  ה רִשְׁעֵ֖ ֛ עְנוּ יְהֹוָ ה׃ (כ) יָדַ֧ בְעָתָֽ
�׃ (כא) אַל־תִּנְאַץ֙ אנוּ לָֽ י חָטָ֖ ינוּ כִּ֥ אֲבוֹתֵ֑

ר  � זְכֹ֕ א כְבוֹדֶ֑ ל כִּסֵּ֣ עַן שִׁמְ֔� אַל־תְּנַבֵּ֖ לְמַ֣
נוּ׃ ר בְּרִיתְ֖� אִתָּֽ אַל־תָּפֵ֥

(19) Have You, then, rejected Judah?

Have You spurned Zion?

Why have You smitten us

So that there is no cure?

Why do we hope for happiness,

But find no good;

For a time of healing,

And meet terror instead? (20) We

acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD—

The iniquity of our fathers—

For we have sinned against You. (21) For

Your name’s sake, do not disown us;

Do not dishonor Your glorious throne.

Remember, do not annul Your covenant

with us.

Jeremiah 46:28 ירמיהו מ״ו:כ״ח
עֲקֹב֙ י יַֽ א עַבְדִּ֤ ה אַל־תִּירָ֞ תָּ֠ (כח) אַ֠

ה  ה כָלָ֜ נִי כִּי֩ אֶעֱשֶׂ֨ י אִתְּ֖� אָ֑ ה כִּ֥ נְאֻם־יְהֹוָ֔
תְ֙� מָּה וְאֹֽ י� שָּׁ֗ ר הִדַּחְתִּ֣ ם ׀ אֲשֶׁ֧ ל־הַגּוֹיִ֣ בְּכׇֽ

ה  ט וְנַקֵּ֖ י֙� לַמִּשְׁפָּ֔ ה וְיִסַּרְתִּ֙ ה כָלָ֔ לֹא־אֶעֱשֶׂ֣
ךָּ׃ {פ}  א אֲנַקֶּֽ לֹ֥

(28) But you, have no fear,

My servant Jacob

—declares the LORD—

For I am with you.

I will make an end of all the nations

Among which I have banished you,

But I will not make an end of you!

I will not leave you unpunished,

But I will chastise you in measure.
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Ezekiel 7:3-4 יחזקאל ז׳:ג׳-ד׳
 � י אַפִּי֙ בָּ֔ יִ� וְשִׁלַּחְתִּ֤ ץ עָלַ֔ (ג) עַתָּה֙ הַקֵּ֣

ת  יִ� אֵ֖ י עָלַ֔ יִ� וְנָתַתִּ֣ י� כִּדְרָכָ֑ וּשְׁפַטְתִּ֖
יִ�  י עָלַ֖ יִ�׃ (ד) וְלֹא־תָח֥וֹס עֵינִ֛ כׇּל־תּוֹעֲבוֹתָֽ

ן  יִ� אֶתֵּ֗ יִ� עָלַ֣ י דְרָכַ֜ א אֶחְמ֑וֹל כִּ֣ וְלֹ֣
י  ם כִּי־אֲנִ֥ יןָ וִידַעְתֶּ֖ הְיֶ֔ � תִּֽ יִ֙� בְּתוֹכֵ֣ וְתוֹעֲבוֹתַ֙

ה׃ {פ}  ֽ יְהֹוָ

(3) Now doom is upon you! I will let loose

My anger against you and judge you

according to your ways; I will requite you

for all your abominations. (4) I will show

you no pity and no compassion; but I will

requite you for your ways and for the

abominations in your midst. And you shall

know that I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 13:13-14 יחזקאל י״ג:י״ג-י״ד
י  ה וּבִקַּעְתִּ֥ י יֱהֹוִ֔ ה אָמַר֙ אֲדֹנָ֣ ן כֹּ֤ (יג) לָכֵ֗
י  שֶׁם שֹׁטֵף֙ בְּאַפִּ֣ י וְגֶ֤ רוּחַ־סְעָר֖וֹת בַּחֲמָתִ֑

ה׃ (יד)  ה לְכָלָֽ ישׁ בְּחֵמָ֥ י אֶלְגָּבִ֖ ה וְאַבְנֵ֥ הְיֶ֔ יִֽ
ל  ם תָּפֵ֛ יר אֲשֶׁר־טַחְתֶּ֥ י אֶת־הַקִּ֨ רַסְתִּ֜ וְהָ֨

פְלָה֙ ה יְסֹד֑וֹ וְנָֽ רֶץ וְנִגְלָ֣ יהוּ אֶל־הָאָ֖ וְהִגַּעְתִּ֥
ה׃ ֽ י יְהֹוָ י־אֲנִ֥ ם כִּֽ הּ וִידַעְתֶּ֖ ם בְּתוֹכָ֔ וּכְלִיתֶ֣

(13) Assuredly, thus said the Lord GOD: In

My fury I will let loose hurricane winds; in

My anger a driving rain shall descend, and

great hailstones in destructive fury. (14) I will

throw down the wall that you daubed with

plaster, and I will raze it to the ground so

that its foundation is exposed; and when it

falls, you shall perish in its midst; then you

shall know that I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 5:13 יחזקאל ה׳:י״ג
ם  י בָּ֖ י חֲמָתִ֛ י וַהֲנִחוֹתִ֧ ה אַפִּ֗ (יג) וְכָלָ֣

רְתִּי֙ ה דִּבַּ֙ י יְהֹוָ֗ י־אֲנִ֣  יָדְע֞וּ כִּֽ ֽ מְתִּי וְ וְהִנֶּחָ֑
ם׃ י בָּֽ י חֲמָתִ֖ י בְּכַלּוֹתִ֥ בְּקִנְאָתִ֔

(13) I will vent all My anger and satisfy My

fury upon them; and when I vent all My

fury upon them, they shall know that I the

LORD have spoken in My passion.

Ezekiel 8:18 יחזקאל ח׳:י״ח
י  ה לֹא־תָח֥וֹס עֵינִ֖ ה בְחֵמָ֔ (יח) וְגַם־אֲנִי֙ אֶעֱשֶׂ֣

א  ל וְקָרְא֤וּ בְאׇזְנַי֙ ק֣וֹל גָּד֔וֹל וְלֹ֥ א אֶחְמֹ֑ וְלֹ֣
ם׃ ע אוֹתָֽ אֶשְׁמַ֖

(18) I in turn will act with fury, I will show

no pity or compassion; though they cry

aloud to Me, I will not listen to them.”

Ezekiel 16:42 יחזקאל ט״ז:מ״ב
 � י מִמֵּ֑ רָה קִנְאָתִ֖ � וְסָ֥ י חֲמָתִי֙ בָּ֔ (מב) וַהֲנִחֹתִ֤

ס עֽוֹד׃ א אֶכְעַ֖ י וְלֹ֥ קַטְתִּ֔ וְשָׁ֣

(42) When I have satisfied My fury upon

you and My rage has departed from you,

then I will be tranquil; I will be angry no

more.
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Ezekiel 24:13-14 יחזקאל כ״ד:י״ג-י״ד
א  הַרְתִּי֙� וְלֹ֣ ה יַ֤עַן טִֽ � זִמָּ֑ (יג) בְּטֻמְאָתֵ֖

א תִטְהֲרִי־ע֔וֹד  מִטֻּמְאָתֵ֙� לֹ֣ רְתְּ טָהַ֔
ה  ֤ י יְהֹוָ �׃ (יד) אֲנִ֨ י בָּֽ י אֶת־חֲמָתִ֖ עַד־הֲנִיחִ֥

ע וְלֹא־אָח֖וּס  יתִי לֹא־אֶפְרַ֥ ה וְעָשִׂ֔ רְתִּי֙ בָּאָ֣ דִּבַּ֙
יִ֙� שְׁפָט֔וּ�  יִ� וְכַעֲלִילוֹתַ֙ ם כִּדְרָכַ֤ א אֶנָּחֵ֑ וְלֹ֣

ה׃ {פ}  ֽ י יֱהֹוִ ם אֲדֹנָ֥ נְאֻ֖

(13) For your vile impurity—because I

sought to cleanse you of your impurity, but

you would not be cleansed—you shall never

be clean again until I have satisfied My fury

upon you. (14) I the LORD have spoken: It

shall come to pass and I will do it. I will not

refrain or spare or relent. You shall be

punished according to your ways and your

deeds—declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 36:33-35 יחזקאל ל״ו:ל״ג-ל״ה
י  ה בְּיוֹם֙ טַהֲרִ֣ י יֱהֹוִ֔ ה אָמַר֙ אֲדֹנָ֣ (לג) כֹּ֤

ם וְהֽוֹשַׁבְתִּי֙ ל עֲ�נֽוֹתֵיכֶ֑ ם מִכֹּ֖ אֶתְכֶ֔
רֶץ  ים וְנִבְנ֖וּ הֶחֳרָבֽוֹת׃ (לד) וְהָאָ֥ עָרִ֔ אֶת־הֶ֣

ה  ה שְׁמָמָ֔ ר הָיְתָ֣ חַת אֲשֶׁ֣ ד תַּ֚ ה תֵּעָבֵ֑ הַנְּשַׁמָּ֖
רֶץ הַלֵּז֙וּ֙  ר׃ (לה) וְאָמְר֗וּ הָאָ֤ י כׇּל־עוֹבֵֽ לְעֵינֵ֖
ים הֶחֳרֵב֛וֹת  דֶן וְהֶעָרִ֧ ה כְּגַן־עֵ֑ ה הָיְתָ֖ הַנְּשַׁמָּ֔

בוּ׃ נְשַׁמּ֥וֹת וְהַנֶּהֱרָס֖וֹת בְּצוּר֥וֹת יָשָֽׁ וְהַֽ

(33) Thus said the Lord GOD: When I have

cleansed you of all your iniquities, I will

people your settlements, and the ruined

places shall be rebuilt; (34) and the desolate

land, after lying waste in the sight of every

passerby, shall again be tilled. (35) And men

shall say, “That land, once desolate, has

become like the garden of Eden; and the

cities, once ruined, desolate, and ravaged,

are now populated and fortified.”

Ezekiel 37:12-14 יחזקאל ל״ז:י״ב-י״ד
ם כֹּה־אָמַר֮ א וְאָמַרְתָּ֜ אֲלֵיהֶ֗ (יב) לָכֵן֩ הִנָּבֵ֨

ם  חַ אֶת־קִבְרֽוֹתֵיכֶ֗ י פֹתֵ֜ י יֱהֹוִה֒ הִנֵּה֩ אֲנִ֨ אֲדֹנָ֣
י  י וְהֵבֵאתִ֥ ם עַמִּ֑ ם מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶ֖ י אֶתְכֶ֛ וְהַעֲלֵיתִ֥

ם  ל׃ (יג) וִידַעְתֶּ֖ ת יִשְׂרָאֵֽ ם אֶל־אַדְמַ֥ אֶתְכֶ֖
ם  י אֶת־קִבְרֽוֹתֵיכֶ֗ ה בְּפִתְחִ֣ ֑ י יְהֹוָ י־אֲנִ֣ כִּֽ

י׃ (יד)  ם עַמִּֽ ם מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶ֖ י אֶתְכֶ֛ וּבְהַעֲלוֹתִ֥
ם  י אֶתְכֶ֖ ם וְהִנַּחְתִּ֥ י בָכֶם֙ וִחְיִיתֶ֔ י רוּחִ֤ וְנָתַתִּ֨

רְתִּי  ה דִּבַּ֥ ֛ י יְהֹוָ י־אֲנִ֧ ם כִּֽ ם וִידַעְתֶּ֞ עַל־אַדְמַתְכֶ֑
ה׃ {פ}  ֽ יתִי נְאֻם־יְהֹוָ וְעָשִׂ֖

(12) Prophesy, therefore, and say to them:

Thus said the Lord GOD: I am going to

open your graves and lift you out of the

graves, O My people, and bring you to the

land of Israel. (13) You shall know, O My

people, that I am the LORD, when I have

opened your graves and lifted you out of

your graves. (14) I will put My breath into

you and you shall live again, and I will set

you upon your own soil. Then you shall

know that I the LORD have spoken and

have acted”—declares the LORD.
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