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Divine Rage
Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky

Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky, Blanche and Romie Shapiro Professor of Bible, is dean of Albert A. List College of
Jewish Studies, JTS’s undergraduate school, and dean of the Gershon Kekst Graduate School. Previously, Dr.
Kalmanofsky was associate vice chancellor, serving as an ambassador for JTS, teaching in communities across
North America, building relationships with supporters, and sharing the impact of JTS on the Jewish world. As
professor of Bible, she teaches courses on biblical literature, religion, and feminist interpretation of the Bible. In
her writing and teaching, Dr. Kalmanofsky combines contemporary ideas and critical methods with traditional
text study, teaching students to be careful, creative interpreters of Torah.

Deeply committed to teaching since joining the faculty in 2005, Dr. Kalmanofsky helps her students
understand and appreciate the Bible’s complicated beauty and meaning so that they can become careful and
creative interpreters of its text. Dr. Kalmanofsky's first book, 7error All Around: The Rhetoric of Horror in the
Book of Jeremiah (T&T Clark, 2008) uses horror theory to argue that the biblical prophets constructed
monsters and crafted language that worked to terrify their audience. Her book 7he Dangerous Sisters of the
Hebrew Bible (Fortress Press, 2014) explores the biblical portrayal of sisters and sisterhoods, and argues that
both play a vital role in the Bible’s narrative. Her book Gender-Play in the Hebrew Bible (Routledge, 2017)
examines the ways in which the Bible defies and challenges its gender norms. Dr. Kalmanofsky also has written
numerous articles examining the biblical representation of women and the roles women play in the Bible, as well
as articles that consider the biblical rhetoric of violence. She serves on three editorial boards: The Journal of
the Studies in Religion, Feminist Studies in Religion Books, and the Biblical Interpretation Series.



Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Prophets

God’s concern is the prerequisite and source of His anger. It is because He cares
for man that His anger may be kindled against man. Anger and mercy are not
opposites but correlatives. [p. 63]

The ultimate meaning of history lies in the continuity of God’s concern. His wrath
is not regarded as an emotional outburst, as an irrational fit, but rather as a part
of His continual care. [p. 73]

The anger of the Lord is a tragic necessity, a calamity for man and grief for God. It
is not an emotion He delights in, but an emotion He deplores. [p. 74]

Martha C. Nussbaum, Anger and Forgiveness: Resentment, Generosity, Justice

If this book achieves anything, | hope it achieves that sort of square-one
reorientation, getting its readers to see clearly the irrationality and stupidity of
anger. Whether readers take the next step is up to them. As chapter 5 makes
clear, | don’t always take my own medicine, succumbing to the lure of thinking
that the world of airlines, banks, and Internet repair people ought to be rational,
and yielding to anger when (predictably) the real world does not meet that
expectation. It’s hard not to be stupid. [p. 249]



Jeremiah 32:30-32

(30) For the people of Israel and Judah have
done nothing but evil in My sight since
their youth; the people of Israel have done
nothing but vex Me by their conduct—
declares the LORD. (31) This city has
aroused My anger and My wrath from the
day it was built until this day; so that it
must be removed from My sight (32) because
of all the wickedness of the people of Israel
and Judah who have so acted as to vex Me—
they, their kings, their officials, their priests
and prophets, and the men of Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 4:4

(4) Open your hearts to the LORD,

Remove the thickening about your hearts—
O men of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem—

Lest My wrath break forth like fire,

And burn, with none to quench it,

Because of your wicked acts.

Jeremiah 18:5-8

(5) Then the word of the LORD came to me:
(6) O House of Israel, can I not deal with
you like this potter’—says the LORD. Just
like clay in the hands of the potter, so are
you in My hands, O House of Israel! (7) At
one moment I may decree that a nation or a
kingdom shall be uprooted and pulled down
and destroyed; (8) but if that nation against
which I made the decree turns back from its
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wickedness, I change My mind concerning
the punishment I planned to bring on it.

Jeremiah 44:4-6

(4) Yet I persistently sent to you all My
servants the prophets, to say, “I beg you not
to do this abominable thing which I hate.”
(5) But they would not listen or give ear, to
turn back from their wickedness and not
make offerings to other gods; (6) so My
fierce anger was poured out, and it blazed
against the towns of Judah and the streets of
Jerusalem. And they became a desolate ruin,
as they still are today.

Jeremiah 14:19-21

(19) Have You, then, rejected Judah?
Have You spurned Zion?

Why have You smitten us

So that there is no cure?

Why do we hope for happiness,

But find no good;

For a time of healing,

And meet terror instead? (20) We
acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD—
The iniquity of our fathers—

For we have sinned against You. (21) For
Your name’s sake, do not disown us;

Do not dishonor Your glorious throne.
Remember, do not annul Your covenant
with us.

Jeremiah 46:28

(28) But you, have no fear,

My servant Jacob

—declares the LORD—

For I am with you.

I will make an end of all the nations
Among which I have banished you,
But I will not make an end of you!

I will not leave you unpunished,
But I will chastise you in measure.
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Ezekiel 7:3-4

(3) Now doom is upon you! I will let loose
My anger against you and judge you
according to your ways; I will requite you
for all your abominations. (4) I will show
you no pity and no compassion; but I will
requite you for your ways and for the
abominations in your midst. And you shall
know that [ am the LORD.

Ezekiel 13:13-14

(13) Assuredly, thus said the Lord GOD: In
My fury I will let loose hurricane winds; in
My anger a driving rain shall descend, and
great hailstones in destructive fury. (14) I will
throw down the wall that you daubed with
plaster, and I will raze it to the ground so
that its foundation is exposed; and when it
falls, you shall perish in its midst; then you
shall know that I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 5:13

(13) I will vent all My anger and satisfy My
fury upon them; and when I vent all My
fury upon them, they shall know that I the
LORD have spoken in My passion.

Ezekiel 8:18

(18) I in turn will act with fury, I will show
no pity or compassion; though they cry
aloud to Me, I will not listen to them.”

Ezekiel 16:42

(42) When I have satisfied My fury upon
you and My rage has departed from you,
then I will be tranquil; I will be angry no
more.

7= DRI

72 ’9X "ATYY T YR Y @)
nX T2 D03 TRTT2 THYRY
TRV Py 0IINTRD) (1 1 PNiayinTe
MY Y TITT P VRN XY
NP DRYTY IR TRina Thiayim
{8} :miT

=AM DR

IYR M 2R TR 12137 o)
282 AW DYy N2 Nwo T
(™) 17127 ARNR VYN Jax M
20 DONYTIWY TRINY O
793) 1707 oM PN T nya
T "IN DYTY A2I03 oo

Amyi P

03 °NRn *HIMIM P8R 7291 ()
M2 A K7D W namm
:03 *nan N2 *ARIpa

M YRPI

Py OINTRY nR02 ARYR XN o)
N7) 2173 D1 182 W) 2hm XY
:oNiR YRUR

arnasre YRprm
T DRIP 179) 72 N NMIm (@
Ty DYIR XY AVRY)


https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.7.3-4
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.7.3-4
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.13.13-14
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.13.13-14
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.5.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.5.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.8.18
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.8.18
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.16.42
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.16.42
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.24.13-14

Ezekiel 24:13-14

(13) For your vile impurity—because I
sought to cleanse you of your impurity, but
you would not be cleansed—ryou shall never
be clean again until I have satisfied My fury
upon you. (14) I the LORD have spoken: It
shall come to pass and I will do it. I will not
refrain or spare or relent. You shall be

punished according to your ways and your

deeds—declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 36:33-35

(33) Thus said the Lord GOD: When I have
cleansed you of all your iniquities, I will
people your settlements, and the ruined
places shall be rebuilt; (34) and the desolate
land, after lying waste in the sight of every
passerby, shall again be tilled. (35) And men
shall say, “That land, once desolate, has
become like the garden of Eden; and the
cities, once ruined, desolate, and ravaged,
are now populated and fortified.”

Ezekiel 37:12-14

(12) Prophesy, therefore, and say to them:
Thus said the Lord GOD: I am going to
open your graves and lift you out of the
graves, O My people, and bring you to the
land of Israel. (13) You shall know, O My
people, that I am the LORD, when I have
opened your graves and lifted you out of
your graves. (14) I will put My breath into
you and you shall live again, and I will set
you upon your own soil. Then you shall
know that I the LORD have spoken and
have acted”—declares the LORD.
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